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Please join VALL for our June session, “The Ocean Knows No Borders: Jurisdictional Challenges in 

Regulating Marine Oil Spills” with guest speaker Stephanie Hewson. Nearly 30 years ago, a national public 
review panel concluded that a catastrophic oil spill can be expected in Canadian waters once every 15 years. 
But shipping traffic has increased by more than 300% since then, and will continue to rise, with the risk of 
spills rising along with it. A series of recent court cases have tested the ability of Canada’s federal laws to 
effectively manage the risk of marine spills. At the same time, BC is considering draft legislation that may 
test the limits of provincial jurisdiction over marine oil spills. This presentation will consider the 
effectiveness of Canada’s legal framework and compare it to examples from other leading jurisdictions. 

 
Stephanie is a staff lawyer with West Coast Environmental Law’s Marine Program, working to 

strengthen ocean protection locally, provincially and nationally. Her advocacy has contributed to law reform 
projects on marine oil spills, pollution, coastal management, and marine protected areas. Prior to joining 
West Coast, Stephanie articled with the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change, 
conducting environmental hearings and prosecutions and contributing to climate legislation. She worked with 
UBC’s Indigenous Community Legal Clinic in Vancouver, and with an Indigenous council in Alaska to 
develop a governance strategy for the Yukon River watershed. Stephanie received an undergraduate degree 
in Arts & Science from McMaster University, and common and civil law degrees from McGill University. 

 
Date: Tuesday June 18th, 2019 
Place: The Sutton Place Hotel Vancouver, 845 Burrard Street. Meeting rooms are located up the stairs. 
Cost: $45 VALL members. $50 non-members. Additional $2 fee for paying online only. 
Times: Registration @ 11:45am. Session start @ 12:10pm. Seminar to conclude by 1:30pm. 
Registration: Register by mail or online. Instructions below.  

 
Online Registration Instructions: 

1. Go to the Blog and click the PayPal button embedded in the post. There is a $2 fee for paying online.  
2. After completing your payment, email Julie Wettstein at jwettstein@farris.com, with the following: 

• Name of attendee 
• Employer organization name (for your name tag) 
• Email address used for PayPal 

 
Mail-in Registration Instructions: 

1. Print and complete the attached registration form 
2. Include a completed cheque made out to “Vancouver Association of Law Libraries” 
3. E-mail a copy of your completed registration form to Julie Wettstein at jwettstein@farris.com. 

 
Please complete and submit your registration form and payment by June 14th, 2019 

Registration is not permitted at the door.  Dietary restrictions cannot be accommodated for late registrations. 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY 
VALL will refund the registration cost if notified at least one week prior to the event. After that time no refund will be 
issued, but registration can be requested to be assigned to another member. Note that in this dietary restrictions cannot 
be accommodated. 
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MAIL-IN REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Please complete this form and submit your cheque by June 14th, 2019. 

Cheques are payable to “Vancouver Association of Law Libraries”. 
 

 
Name of attendee:  _______________________________________________________________________  

Organization:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Company name (as printed on cheque): _______________________________________________________  

Email address:  __________________________________________________________________________  

Receipt Required? Yes ____ No ____ 

Dietary Restrictions:  _____________________________________________________________________  

 
Registrations are not permitted at the door.   

Dietary restrictions cannot be accommodated for late registrations. 
 

 
In addition to mailing your completed form and cheque, please email a copy of your completed 
form to Julie Wettstein at jwettstein@farris.com: 
 

Julie Wettstein, VALL Seminar Registrations 
c/o Farris LLP 
25th Floor - 700 W Georgia Street 
Vancouver, BC  
V7Y 1B3 

 
This event is generously sponsored by LexisNexis 
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